Overcoming That Hideous Strength



The shadow of that hyddeons strength

sax myle and more it is of length
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(intro segues into I)

L. Science as religion and idolatry
- N's disagreement with Christianity: relate to theories about Christianity's role in the scientific
revolution

II. Science as usurper of the public sphere

- Habermas and the public sphere

- Habermas and positivism/scientism

- shift in focus from humanistic to scientistic perspective
- Nietszche's perspectivism

III. Science and loss of meaning (also: negater of 'joy' and life)

- Nietszche rejected the idea of universal constants

- N: becoming is more important than being; authorities, traditions, etc - restraints - man is conditioned
by history (thus: the will to power -- to rise up for yourself)

- cultural degeneracy: “new faith” founded on a scientifically-determined universal mechanism

- differences in Nietszchean values and scientific values

- Bacon and Blake

IV. Redeeming science

- differences between Habermas and Nietszche: views on knowledge and power; ideal speech, etc

- fundamental faith: still the power of reason

- validity of reflection

- recognition of limits

- objectivity vs subjectivity

- rejection of the extremism of Roszak: because science is not inherently alienating -- necessity of
objectivity; the impersonal nature of science is what makes it science, but it need not dehumanize us or
cut us off from nature

- the problem therefore is not how to stay human while a scientist, but to recognize science in its proper
role and context -- and to work accordingly; scientists are neither monsters nor robots

- for scientists: recognize the telos; consider the viewpoint of other people -- for there are other
concerns apart from science (recognize limits) -- “there are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio...”
- for sociologists: acknowledge that science is not innately wrong (as Roszak interpreted it to be) nor is



its objectivity that of “a dead man's eyes”
- importance of the ideal speech situation in resolving such differences



